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                              Lucky Us 
 

School personnel get to enjoy two New Year’s celebrations 
a year.  One consists of confetti, a dropping Waterford ball, 
freezing people and good wishes.  The other consists of 
class placements, teacher replacements and children, 
lots of children. 
Retirees, too, have a new year.  One filled with old interests,  
valued friendships, and the curiosity to find new interests. 
In your quest for new interests we can help.  Read on . . .   
 
 

     Message  from The Queens Regional Leader 
 

Colleagues, 

 

I hope each of you had a healthy, happy summer.  Now that 

summer is almost over we are gearing up once again for the 

many activities that make our Unit so special.  On Tuesday, 

October 18, 2016, we will be holding our annual luncheon 

meeting at Terrace On The Park in Flushing Meadows Park.  

Each of you will be receiving a flier in the mail with all of the details in a few 

weeks ago.  It is very important to send in the tear-off with your check as soon as 

possible because like last year there will be assigned seating.  Our keynote 

speakers are – Edward Braunstein, New York State Assemblyman and Audrey 

Pheffer – Queens County Clerk – Commissioner of Jurors.  Additionally, various 

vendors will be present to answer your questions and to give out samples.  The 

afternoon will begin with a reception and hors d’oeuvres followed by a sit-down 

luncheon with wine and soda.  There will also be a cash bar.  This is the 

opportunity to see former colleagues and to “catch up” not only with one another 

but with CSA. 

Our Book Club, Bridge Club and Dining Clubs will be up and running again this 

year.  You can always get up to date information on all of our activities as well as 

to read timely information of interest to you at our website – 

www.csaqueens.org.  Check it often! 

 

http://www.csaqueens.org/
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Finally, remember to renew your membership in the Queens Regional Unit.  The 

membership year runs from January 1
st
 until December 31

st
 each year.  The fee is 

$15.00. 

The Enrollment/Renewal Form which will be mailed to you is also on our website.  

It is important to support and stay connected to your union during retirement even 

if your participation is limited. 

 

I hope to see and greet you at our many events in the future! 

 

Len 
 

Leonard B. Sterman 

Queens Regional Unit Leader  

 

 

 Nassau County Museum of Art Trip 

         
 

“Feast for the Eyes” 
Get ready for a gastronomic treat for the eyes.  We will be visiting the Nassau 

County Museum of Art on Thursday, September 29, 2016.  This is a brown bag 

lunch and talk.  We will meet from 1:00- 2:00pm.  After that we will join other 

guests on a public tour of the exhibit, “Feast for the Eyes” which is about food in 

painting. 

 

Cost for the visit is: $8.00 for seniors.  For more information please contact: 

 

                                                        Cynthia List 

                                              17-85 215
th

 Street 

Bayside, New York 11362 

                 (718) 423-7660                       cynlist@aol.com 
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Beware a New York State Constitutional Convention! 
by  

Dee-Dee Goidel 
 

On Election Day in 2017 voters in New York State will be asked an important 
question, “Should there be a convention to revise the New York State Constitution 
and amend the same?”  Your answer to this referendum is critical.  It is of the utmost 
importance not to ignore the question!  You should vote NO.  I will explain why NO 
will be your best answer.  Please consider the following facts: 

 Every 20 years each generation is given a choice to decide the above 
mandatory question. 

 The last time was 1997 and most citizens casting ballots ignored the question 
and did not vote either way. 

 Change NYS is an organization that recently was formed to educate 
communities about voting for a constitutional convention. They are asking: “If 
you could fix Albany would you?”  

 This message in 2017, due to the wave of Albany’s dysfunction and examples 
of corruption may resonate with voters who are angry enough to vote 
overwhelmingly YES. 

 Remember, I began this article’s title with the word beware.  

 Presently our NYS constitution safeguards our fundamental rights to: 
  1.  Guaranteed pension benefits 
  2.  Permanent Cola 
  3.  The right to unionize 
  4.  Free public education 

 A constitutional convention can be a devastating tool used to modify or abolish 
any or all safeguards we have gained over the years. 

 Governor Cuomo has announced support for a convention including setting up 
a $1 million preparatory commission. 

 The convention if held would be extremely costly, a waste of taxpayer’s money 
when our infrastructure, roads and schools need that money. 

 The polls claim the public is 69% in favor of a convention. 

 A two-sided public conversation is needed to properly educate NYS voters. 
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 Union members both retired and those working in the public sector must 
understand what is at stake. 

 Be aware that in some states workers in the public sector must choose 
between a pension or social security.  They cannot collect both. 

 The general public, due to community tax burdens are hostile to unions and 
those receiving pensions. 

 
Now you know why we should vote NO!  
 
It might be of interest to note since 1776 New York State has held 9 constitutional 
conventions (1776-1777, 1801, 1821, 1846, 1947, 1867, 1868, 1894, 1915, 1938 
and 1967.)  There was a Constitutional Commission in 1872-1873 and a Judicial 
Convention in 1921.  Despite this fact, our State has had only 4 Constitutions that 
were created and or changed in its history.  Those of 1777 replaced the Colonial 
Charters of 1821, 1846 and 1894.   During the 20th century, New York State held 3 
Constitutional Conventions.  The efforts of two were subsequently rejected by the 
New York State electorate.  However, parts of the 7th Convention’s proposals of 
1915 were adopted separately in 1925 and 1927.  The 8th Convention of 1938 did 
actually propose an entirely new constitution, however it only modified the 1894 
constitution from the 6th convention, which is still in force. (1) 
 
Footnote 
(1)  N.Y.S. archives and records administration “The Constitutional Convention of 
1938.”   
 

 
                 
 
 
 

               Dining Club 
                                            

Neddy McMills has taken over the reins of our Dining Club from Cynthia List.   
 
Sunday, September 25 will find us at LL Dent in Carle Place enjoying “American 
cuisine with a Southern flair”.  Brunch starts at 11:30.  Join us for our welcome to fall.  
A flyer with more details is on the way. 
 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016 we will savior Italian fare at Luigi’s in Floral Park.  
Lunch starts at 12:30pm   
 
For more information contact:  Neddy McMills 
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       Our Book Club 
 

We may not be as fast as Olympic runners but we are off to a fast start in the literary 
event.  Our first meeting will be held on September 26, 2016 at 10:00 am in North 
Shore Towers. 
 
Our first selection will be City on Fire by Garth Risk Hallberg.  Expect a lively 
discussion as we choose our next couple of selections.  This is a serious group of 
readers.  The only requirement for members is to have thoroughly read the book.  No 
fooling around for this group!      
   
For further information contact: 
 

Harriet Cohen 
(718) 896-2953 

harrietcohen@nyc.rr.com 
 

                                 

      Movie Club 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Check the CSA Queens Retiree Chapter website often for additional information and updates. 
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CSA Queens Website 
 

www.csaqueens.org 

We can now boast of a movie club. Kathy Murphy and Arthur Isman 
are making arrangements for us to see first run and art films at a 
theater convenient to most of us.  The new venue they have 
selected has ample, nearby parking. If you are interested in learning 
when and what films we choose please email your name to:               

kathleenmurphy35@aol.com . 
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