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FROM THE QUEENS REGIONAL UNIT LEADER 
Colleagues, 
 
The Queens Regional Unit is not only operating but thriving and growing. I 
would like to remind members that the calendar year drives our membership.  
So, please send in your $15.00 membership renewal checks as soon as possible 
so that we may have funds to support our many programs.  
 
Our General Membership Meeting this year will again be held at The Inn at 
New Hyde Park on Tuesday, May 15th. A light buffet will be available upon 
arrival followed by speakers to address you.  As of this date, we are still 
working on the specifics of who will be our speakers, so save the date. 
 
Our Dining Club is very successful.  So far this year we sampled Asian, 
Italian, and Indian cuisine. The “Lobster Fest” luncheon on January 15th was 
a huge success. We will continue to offer a variety of activities for our 
members throughout the year regardless of season. 
 
Our Book Club, Bridge Club, and Movie Clubs are also up and running.  You 
can always get up to date information on any of our activities, download fliers 
and membership forms as well as to read timely information of interest on our 
website - www.csaqueens.org.  You can also reach me with any questions you 
may have at the following email addresses: csaqueensretirees@aol.com or 
stermanlen@aol.com 
 
I hope to see and greet you at our many activities!  
 
Fraternally, 
 
Len 
 
Leonard B. Sterman 
Queens Regional Unit Leader  
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Why Is It Important To Purchase Trip Insurance? 
by - Dee-Dee Goidel 
 
On a recent cruise to the Panama Canal I caught a serious case of 
the flu. Unfortunately, the reason that diseases spread so easily 
onboard ships is because passengers do not go to the ship’s 
infirmary for treatment. They think that they will get rid of what 
ails them by taking whatever over the counter medication they may 
have bought in their personal first-aid kit.  If they go to the ship’s 
doctor they may be quarantined and their home medical coverage 
may not be accepted because a ship’s registry is usually of foreign 
origin and the cost of the visit is usually very expensive.  They may 
have spent large sums of money to take the trip, but they become 
“penny wise and dollar foolish” when it comes to trip insurance 
and a trip to the ship’s doctor. 
 
I became ill so suddenly that I was losing my oxygen level.  I 
immediately went to the ship’s infirmary. The doctor being 
alarmed gave me medication that began to help me feel a bit better.  
I was also quarantined for 48 hours.  They took none of my 
medical insurance and my bill for two visits to the doctor and 
medication came to approximately $540.00.  When I got home I 
contacted my trip insurance company.  They told me they were 
considered “secondary insurance” and I would have to contact my 
primary provider first.  If my primary paid then my secondary 
insurance would pick-up the rest of the charges. 
 
Since no ship takes Medicare I did not know what to do.  I felt I 
was in a “catch 22” situation.  I subsequently contacted Dr. 
Douglas Hathaway, CSA Welfare Fund Administrator.  He told me 
although I was a Medicare recipient, in foreign countries or on a 
ship my GHI, which in my case is usually my secondary insurance, 
becomes my primary and the extra trip insurance I purchased 
becomes my secondary insurance.  After speaking to Doug I was 
made whole again and I was completely reimbursed. 
 
P. S. I had booked an excellent room location so I was able to view 
the canal locks while being quarantined. 
 
It’s better to be prepared than sorry! 
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From our Membership Chairperson 
 

Why it’s Important to become a Member of the 
Queens Regional Unit 
1.   Benefits 
The current climate is anti-union, anti-pension and 
anti-health benefits. Many of us forget how these 
hard-won benefits make our retirement years a bit 

more comfortable and somewhat worry free.  Yes, we rallied against a 
constitutional convention in New York State to protect our pensions but 
we must continue to stay informed and organized.  Retirees are one of 
the most active and vocal groups in our society and their activism has 
helped maintain our benefits. 
 
2.  Information 
Workshop and meeting topics are designed to keep you informed and 
involved. Topics focus on issues that are important and interesting to 
members and input and feedback are encouraged.  In addition, a 
newsletter is published twice a year to keep you informed of issues 
specific to retirees. 
 
3. Perks 
Discounts are offered at events and some “members only” activities are 
provided to members.   
 
4. Networking 
Network with former colleagues and meet new ones at our social and 
educational events.  Sample of events: dining and movie outings, 
bridge and book club, trips to various cultural institutions, health expo 
and annual membership meeting. 
 
5.  Membership 
The annual fee is only $15. and entitles you to all of the above and so 
much more.   Additional information and a membership form is posted 
on our website at www.csaqueens.org  
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2017 SSA-1099-SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT STATEMENT 

BY NOW, YOU SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED YOUR SSA-1099 FOR 2017. 
THIS DOCUMENT SHOWS YOUR TOTAL AMOUNT OF SOCIAL 
SECURITY YOU RECEIVED IN 2017, THE TOTAL DEDUCTIONS FOR 
MEDICARE PART B AND PART D AND YOUR NET 2017 SOCIAL 
SECURITY BENEFIT.  
As you know, the Part B deduction includes the standard amount + 
the IRMAA surcharge (if eligible – taxable income must be equal 
to or more than $85,000 as an individual or $170,000 as a couple). 
The good news is the Part B deduction is reimbursable; the bad 
news is the Part D deduction is not. You should get the standard 
amount reimbursement automatically in June 2018. However, you 
must apply to receive the IRMAA reimbursement. 
 
To claim your IRMAA reimbursement, you may now send the 
proper documents to the CSA Welfare Fund, where the fund’s staff 
will complete the 2017 application (when it comes out) and submit 
it with the documents to the City in June when they start working 
on 2017 IRMAA reimbursements. The documents include the SSA 
letter you received in November 2016 indicating how much your 
2017 Medicare Part B deduction would be for 2017 AND the SSA-
1099for the same year. If you wish to complete and submit the 2017 
application yourself, you can. I was told the application would be 
coming out sometime in March. When it comes out, you will be 
able to download it from the CSA Welfare Fund website, 
www.csawf.org.  
 
Please make sure before sending any documents that: 

1. You save a copy 
2. 2. You mail it return – receipt – requested 

 
Please note those who are not eligible for IRMAA do not have to 
submit an application. 
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UNIT ACTIVITIES  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

UPCOMING GENERAL MEETING  

NEW HYDE PARK INN  

MAY 15, 2018                12:00PM TO 3:30PM 

 Annual Luncheon Meeting 

TERRACE ON THE PARK 

OCTOBER 18th 2018  -  Save the date……….. 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 
             Above are pictures of our General Meeting at 
                  The Inn At New Hyde Park last year.              
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CLUB UPDATES 

THE DINING CLUB 
 

AS RESIDENTS OF THE MOST CULTURALLY 
DIVERSE COUNTY IN THE COUNTRY, THE CSA 
QUEENS REGIONAL UNIT CONTINUES TO 
SAVOR A WIDE VARIETY OF CUISINES WITH 

OUR DINING CLUB GUESTS.  TWENTY-SEVEN MEMBERS ATTENDED 
THE “LOBSTER FEST” LUNCHEON AT MATEUS RESTAURANT ON 
JANUARY 15TH AND NEDDY MCMILLS THE DINING CLUB 
COORDINATOR, ALSO ORGANIZED ANOTHER LUNCHEON AT 
NANKING INDIAN BUFFET RESTAURANT ON MARCH 27TH.  COME 
ONE, COME ALL, CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR HAPPENINGS, THEN 
VISIT WITH OLD FRIENDS AND NEW.  NEDDY CAN BE REACHED AT: 
DRICKSMC@AOL.COM.  

THE BOOK CLUB 
 
 
Enthusiasm for good reads continues 
unabated among our members. Our Book 
Club now has a waiting list for membership.  

Should you want to join in from the sidelines here are the 
upcoming selections and dates: 
 
February 26th A Train in Winter           
March 26th The Great Suppression 
April 30th The Handmaid’s Tale & Future Home of the Living God  
May 25th No Meeting             
June 25th - Trumpocracy & Fire & Fury followed by lunch                                     
 
Check our website for any changes to the selections and for more 
Book Club news. Please send us an email stermanlen@aol.com 
if you are interested in the Book Club. With enough interest, a 
second section may be opened. 
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THE BRIDGE CLUB 
 
 
 
The Queens Regional Unit is pleased to 
continue to offer a bridge club to Unit 
members.  Opportunities exist to play as 

well as to receive instruction from Ms. Lilian Garelick, Life 
Master in bridge.  Meetings will take place in the small card 
room in the sub-basement of North Shore Towers, Building 2.  
Meetings begin at 10:30 AM on the following dates: 
April 3rd, April 17th, April 24th, May 1st and May 22nd. 
Enjoy an afternoon of bridge and socialization with your 
former colleagues.  Ms. Florence Klein is the club coordinator.  
She can be reached at: fklein30@nyc.rr.com Please send us an 
email at stermanlen@aol.com if you are interested in the Bridge 
Club. With enough interest, a second section may be opened. 
 
 
 

 
The Movie Club 
 
 
Our Movie Club is experimenting with a new idea! We are meeting 
to see popular movies as they come out so the days we meet will be 
flexible.  Our goal is to see interesting, current movies at local 
theaters that are convenient to as many of us as possible. We 
choose venues that have ample parking nearby. When possible, we 
will select theaters where you can purchase your seating ahead of 
time online. You do not need to join the club formally. Look for the 
emails from the CSA Queens Retirees. If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please email Kim2020@verizon.net. 
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              Stay current, check out our website often! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you haven’t paid your membership dues for our Unit for 2018, please 
do so as soon as possible.  We need your support to continue to offer 
retirees various programs.  For $15.00 a year, you will be informed 
about any current updates to the CSA Retiree Welfare Fund, the CSA 
Retiree Chapter, Our Pension, Unit information and activities.  To 
renew, go to our website and download the “Renewal/Membership 
Enrollment Form.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSA Queens Website 

www.csaqueens.org 


